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Dear Friends, 

For many years we have been concerned about the growing opposition within the Evangelical 

Church towards the modern State of Israel. This opposition is rooted in an interpretation of the 

Bible which ǾƛŜǿǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ όƻǊ ΨŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘΩύ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘƛŎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΦ Lƴ 

recent years this theology of replacement has become increasingly politicized, and enjoys wide-

ranging support among Church leaders, denominations, charities, and associated mission and 

humanitarian groups. Of particular concern has been the speed with which alliances have been 

forged with secular, political and non-Christian religious groups in what can only be described as a 

mounting anti-Israel crusade. 

The enclosed document highlights the scale of the problem, and it is our hope and prayer that its 

contents will serve not only to inform, but also to awaken the Church to the lateness of the hour 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΦ  

As we stand with the Jewish people in these dark days, let us pray for our brothers and sisters in 

/ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǳƴǿƛǘǘƛƴƎƭȅ ƻǇǇƻǎƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ Iƛǎ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ōȅ Iƛǎ 

grace they may be restored to the truth. 

Your brother in Christ, 

 

 

 

Andrew D. Robinson 
Senior Pastor 
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Profile 
I am the Associate Minister at Hazel Grove Full Gospel 

Church in Stockport, England. I was converted to Christ 

in February 1990 whilst studying Mathematics and 

Statistics at the University of York. I have a BSc in 

Mathematics and Statistics, a BA and MA in Theology, 

and a PhD in Religions and Theology. An edited version 

of my PhD thesis was published by Paternoster Press in 

2007 entitled, CƻǊ ½ƛƻƴΩǎ {ŀƪŜΥ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ½ƛƻƴƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

Role of John Nelson Darby. I have also studied at the 

International School of Holocaust Studies at Yad 

Vashem in Jerusalem. 

I am a member of the Council of Prophetic Witness Movement International in the 

UK, and a member of the Pre-Trib Research Center in Lynchburg, Virginia. 

 

Introduction 
This document is based on a Powerpoint presentation I gave on December 7, 2010, 

at the 19th Annual Pre-Trib Study Group Conference in Dallas/Fort Worth (available 

from the address at the end of the document). The title was taken from the words 

spoken by the LORD to Jeremiah about the false prophets of Israel. I believe that an 

application of this prophecy can be made to those who believe and teach that God 

has rejected Israel and replaced her with the Church, and who give political, 

economic, and theological expression to this erroneous belief: 

ά¢Ƙǳǎ ǎŀƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ [hw5 ƻŦ ƘƻǎǘǎΣ IŜŀǊƪŜƴ ƴƻǘ ǳƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
prophets that prophesy unto you: they make you vain: they speak a vision 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [hw5 Χ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ 
sent these prophets, yet they ran: I have not spoken to them, yet they 
ǇǊƻǇƘŜǎƛŜŘ Χ L ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǎȅ ƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ 
my name, saying, I have dreamed, I have dreamed. How long shall this be 
in the heart of the prophets that prophesy lies? yea, they are prophets of 
the deceit of ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƘŜŀǊǘ Χ .ŜƘƻƭŘΣ L ŀƳ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǎȅ 
false dreams, saith the LORD, and do tell them, and cause my people to 
ŜǊǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛƎƘǘƴŜǎǎΤ ȅŜǘ L ǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƴƻǘέ όWŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ 
23:16-32). 

 

L ŎƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴƛǎƳΩ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ doing my PhD research at 

Manchester University (2003-нллсύΦ aȅ ǘƘŜǎƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘΣ ΨWƻƘƴ bŜƭǎƻƴ 5ŀǊōȅ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ hǊƛƎƛƴǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ½ƛƻƴƛǎƳΦΩ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ is used to represent those within the 

Church whose theology of Israel is diametrically opposed to that of biblical Christian 

Zionism, and whose opposition to Israel and her Christian allies is expressed in their 

outspoken support of the Palestinian agenda. 
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1948 World Council of Churches  
 

1956 Near East Christian Council  
 (1962 ς Near East Council of Churches) 
 

1971 Gustavo Gutiérrez, A Theology of  
 Liberation 
 

1974 Middle East Council of Churches 
 

1979 ¦Φ{Φ ά[ŀ DǊŀƴƎŜ 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴέ 
 

1982 World Vision reverses pro-Israel policy 
 

1985 Donald Wagner and Ray Bakke  
άƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻǳǊέ ƻŦ aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘ  

 

1986 Evangelicals for Middle East 
Understanding  

 

1987 First Palestinian Intifada  
 

1989 Naim Ateek, Justice and Only Justice: 
 A Palestinian Theology of Liberation 
 

1990 First International Symposium on 
Palestinian Liberation Theology 

 
 

1994 Sabeel - Palestinian Ecumenical  
 Liberation Theology Center 
 

1995 ς 

1. The Rise of Christian Palestinianism 

The following timeline highlights some of the key stages in the development of this 

movement, which can be traced back to the establishment of the modern State of 

Israel on May 14, 1948: 

 

¶ In August 1948, just three months after the modern State of Israel was 
established, the World Council of Churches (WCC) was formed in Amsterdam. 
The WCC is the broadest expression of the modern ecumenical movement, and 
has become increasingly outspoken in its opposition to Israel and the alleged 
ΨƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴΦΩ 

 

¶ In 1956, the Near East Christian Council (NECC) was established as a co-
ordinating body for Protestant mission in the Middle East, changing its name in 
1962 to the Near East Council of Churches. This led to strong alliances being 
forged between Protestant and Orthodox churches in the region. 

 

¶ In 1974, the Middle East Council of Churches (MECC) was established. The MECC 
is the oldest ecumenical organization in the region, now incorporating the 
Roman Catholic churches in the Middle East. Soon after its formation the MECC 
became affiliated with the World Council of Churches, which was then 
championing the cause of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO). The MECC 
has enabled member churches in the East and West to unite around a common, 
pro-Palestinian, anti-Israel policy. 

 

¶ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мфтлǎΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭ tǊƻǘŜǎǘŀƴǘǎ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ΨƭƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Peruvian Roman Catholic theologian, Gustavo Gutiérrez. His 
book, A Theology of Liberation (1971), portrayed the Lord Jesus Christ as the 
great liberator of the poor and the oppressed, and the champion of άsocial 
justiceέ. 

 

¶ In 1979, five thousand American church leaders formulated the ΨLa Grange 
Declaration,Ω voicing their opposition to Christian Zionism and accusing Israel of 
occupation, land coƴŦƛǎŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ άōǊǳǘŀƭ ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜέ. 
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¶ Lƴ мфунΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ŜōŀƴƻƴΣ ²ƻǊƭŘ ±ƛǎƛƻƴΣ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 
humanitarian organization, reversed its pro-Israel policy. In the same year, Mercy 
Corps International launched a series of educational tours to the Middle East to 
encourage North American Christians to re-evaluate their support for Israel.  

 

¶ In 1985, American Presbyterian minister and national director of the Palestine 
Human Rights Campaign, Donald Wagner, accompanied Ray Bakke of the 
Lausanne Committee for World Evangelizŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŀ ΨƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻǳǊΩ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŀƴŘ 
six neighbouring Arab countries. Wagner and Bakke challenged the theological 
basis of traditional American Evangelical support for Israel. 

 

¶ In 1986, Evangelicals for Middle East Understanding (EMEU) was founded as an 
affiliation of North American churches and agencies which support Arab 
churches in the Middle East, oppose the State of Israel, and denounce Christian 
Zionists. 

 

¶ In 1987, the first Intifada όtŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ ΨǳǇǊƛǎƛƴƎΩύ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
formation of Hamas, a terrorist organization bent on the destruction of Israel. 

 

¶ In 1989, Palestinian Anglican Naim Ateek, a graduate of Berkeley, California, who 
was then serving as Ŏŀƴƻƴ ƻŦ {ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ ƛƴ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΣ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ 
book, Justice and Only Justice: A Palestinian Theology of LiberationΦ !ǘŜŜƪΩǎ book 
was the catalyst for the First International Symposium on Palestinian Liberation 
Theology, which was held at the Tantur Ecumenical Institute in Jerusalem in 1990 
and organized with the help of the Mennonite Central Committee. 

 

¶ In 1994, Naim Ateek fouƴŘŜŘ Ψ{ŀōŜŜƭΩ ς the Palestinian Ecumenical Liberation 
Theology Center based in Jerusalem. Christian Palestinianism was now 
institutionalized, having a name to spearhead the movement and a co-ordinated 
voice with which to marshal its troops.1 

 

Naim Ateek 
Chief Architect of Christian Palestinianism 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                                                           
1 Paul Richard Wilkinson, For Zionôs Sake: Christian Zionism and the Role of John Nelson Darby (Milton Keynes: 

Paternoster, 2007), pp. 59-62. 
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In his most recent book, A Palestinian Christian Cry for Reconciliation (2008), Naim 

Ateek highlights what he believes is the essence of Palestinian liberation theology: 

 

άIn many ways, a Palestinian theology of liberation has re-established the 
ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǘǿƻ ƴŀǘǳǊŜǎ ς his divinity and his humanity. 
Palestinian liberation theology focuses on the humanity of Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was also a Palestinian living under an occupation.έ2 

 

Identifying Jesus as άa Palestinian living under an occupationέ has become 

normative for Christian Palestinianists, and a powerful propaganda weapon in their 

anti-Israel crusade. This identification was most evident in the Easter message which 

Ateek preached in Jerusalem on April 9, 2001: 

 

άIŜǊŜ ƛƴ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴŜ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ 
walking the via dolorosa. Jesus is the 
powerless Palestinian humiliated at a 
checkpoint, the woman trying to get 
through to the hospital for treatment, 
the young man whose dignity is 
trampled, the young student who 
cannot get to the university to study, 
the unemployed father who needs to 
find bread to feed his family Χ In this 
season of Lent, it seems to many of us 
that Jesus is on the cross again with 
thousands of crucified Palestinians 
around him. It only takes people of 
insight to see the hundreds of 
thousands of crosses throughout the 
land, Palestinian men, women, and 
children being crucified. Palestine has 
become one huge Golgotha. The 
Israeli government crucifixion system 
is operating daily. Palestine has 
ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƪǳƭƭΦέ3 

 
 

The above picture is the work of Palestinian artist Mohammed Abdul Ghani 

{ŀōŀΩƴŜƘ. I chose it to illustrate bŀƛƳ !ǘŜŜƪΩǎ ǎŜǊƳƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ Egyptian-born 

British author and political commentator, .ŀǘ ¸ŜΩƻǊ, calls the άArabization and 

Palestinization of the Jewish Jesusέ.4 This Palestinianist portrayal of the Lord Jesus is 

further illustrated by the following examples, which are taken from the website of 

Palestinian Media Watch: 

 

                                                           
2 Naim Stifan Ateek, A Palestinian Christian Cry for Reconciliation (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 2008), p. 11. 
3 Naim Ateek, óJerusalem Easter Message,ô http://www.hcef.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=372: 

jerusalem-easter-message&catid=1:news&Itemid=229. 
4 Bat Yeôor, Eurabia: The Euro-Arab Axis (Madison, NJ: Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, 2007), p. 214.  

http://www.hcef.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=372:%20jerusalem-easter-message&catid=1:news&Itemid=229
http://www.hcef.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=372:%20jerusalem-easter-message&catid=1:news&Itemid=229
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On December 24, 2010, an Israeli research institute called Palestinian Media Watch 

(PMW), which monitors and analyzes messages being delivered to the Arab 

Palestinian population by its leaders, posted the following headline on their website: 
 

άWesus was a Palestinian ς Ψno one denies thatΣΩ says PA TV.έ 
 

According to the PMW ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ άOne of the ways the Palestinian Authority attempts 

to create a Palestinian history is to deny the Judean/Jewish nationality of Jesus, and 

ƳƛǎǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƘƛƳ ŀǎ ŀ ΨPalestinian.Ωέ5 
 

Palestinian Media Watch has been 

documenting the ongoing attempt by the 

Palestinian Authority to revise not only the 

history of the re-establishment of the State 

of Israel in 1948, but also the biblical history 

of the Lord Jesus Himself. PMW list 

numerous examples of this 

misrepresentation of Jesus, including a 

statement made on May 12, 2009, by its 

religious leader aǳƘŀƳƳŀŘ IǳǎǎŜƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ aŀǊȅ ǿŜǊŜ άtŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴǎ ǇŀǊ 

excellŜƴŎŜΦέ Author Samih Ghanadreh (above) was interviewed on PA TV and 

asserted that Jesus was the first Palestinian martyr, or shahid. 

 

Mustafa Barghouti (right), an influential 

leader within the Palestinian Authority, 

made a similar claim in December 2009, 

when ƘŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀƴŘΦέ6 
 

!ǎ .ŀǘ ¸ŜΩƻǊ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ LǎƭŀƳƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Jewish sources of Christianity, disseminated 

through European Islamophile church 

networks, plays into the hands of Muslims 

eager to co-opt Christianity and instrumentalize Christians as partners in their 

ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ LǎǊŀŜƭΦέ7 

                                                           
5 Palestinian Media Watch, óJesus was a Palestinian,ô http://www.palwatch.org/main.aspx?fi=157&doc_id=4038. 
6 Palestinian Media Watch, óJesus was a tortured Palestinian,ô http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gggViM5wi60; cf. 

Melanie Phillips, Londonistan: How Britain is Creating a Terror State Within (London: Gibson Square, 2007), pp. 212-238. 

http://www.palwatch.org/main.aspx?fi=157&doc_id=4038
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gggViM5wi60
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άSabeel is an ecumenical grassroots liberation theology movement among 

Palestinian Christians. Inspired by the life and teaching of Jesus Christ, this liberation 

theology seeks to deepen the faith of Palestinian Christians, to promote unity 

among them toward social action. Sabeel strives to develop a spirituality based on 

love, justice, peace, nonviolence, liberation and reconciliation for the different 

national and faith communities. ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ Ψ{ŀōŜŜƭΩ ƛǎ !ǊŀōƛŎ ŦƻǊ ΨǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΩ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ 

ΨŎƘŀƴƴŜƭΩ ƻǊ ΨǎǇǊƛƴƎΩ ƻŦ ƭƛfe-ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊΦέ8 
 

Sabeel seeks to disseminate its message through various channels: 

¶ Its own Cornerstone magazine (56 editions to date) 

¶ International Friends of Sabeel, which comprises ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ΨŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎΩ 

located in the USA, Canada, UK, Ireland, Scandinavia, and Oceana. (Sabeel has 

hosted over 30 major conferences in North America alone since 2002) 

¶ ΨWitness trips,Ω designed to enable /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƭƛŦŜ άǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

occupatiƻƴέ 

¶ Youth conferences ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ 

¶ International Conferences (8 to date), sponsored by groups such as the World 

Council of Churches, the Presbyterian Church (USA), and the Church of 

Scotland 

 

Following the 5th International Sabeel Conference held in 

WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ƛƴ нллпΣ ŀ ΨǊŜŀŘŜǊΩ ǿŀǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ entitled, 

Challenging Christian Zionism: Theology, Politics and the 

Israel-Palestine Conflict. The conference brought together 

over six hundred members of the clergy, theologians, and 

peace activists from around the world to strategize against 

Christian Zionism; nearly three hundred delegates were 

from the United States. The following extracts from the 

conference offer an insight into the nature of this 

movement: 

                                                                                                                                                                                   
7 Yeôor, Eurabia, p. 215. 
8 Sabeel, óPurpose Statement,ô http://www.sabeel.org/etemplate.php?id=2. 

http://www.sabeel.org/etemplate.php?id=2
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Naim Ateek denounced Christian 

½ƛƻƴƛǎƳ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ŀƴǘƛ-Semitism one 

can imagine.έ He accused Christian 

Zionists of teaching that the Jewish 

people must be brought back to the 

[ŀƴŘ άƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴƴƛƘƛƭŀǘŜŘ ƻǊ 

ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŦŀƛǘƘέΦ Ateek 

declared ǘƘŀǘ άDƻŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ 

!ǊƳŀƎŜŘŘƻƴ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ DƻƭƎƻǘƘŀέΦ9 

 

Mitri Raheb, pastor of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Christmas Church 

in Bethlehem, spoke ƻƴ !Ŏǘǎ мΥс όά[ƻǊŘΣ 

wilt thou at this time restore again the 

ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǘƻ LǎǊŀŜƭΚέύ. He denounced the 

Apostles as άǾŜǊȅ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ-ƳƛƴŘŜŘΣέ 

άƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘƛŎΣέ ŀƴŘ άōƭƛƴŘŜŘ.έ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ 

to Raheb, Christian Zionists are not 

interested in the Palestinians, because 

suffering does not sell: ά¢ƘŜȅ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŀƴǘ 

the American dream of success,έ he said, 

which is why they άǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ǿŀǊǎέ.10 
 
 

 

Michael Prior (deceased), a 

radical Roman Catholic priest and 

theologian, was the most controversial 

speaker at the conference. In his 

unpublished address, Prior, who 

believes that the narratives in Genesis-

Joshua belong to the genre of myths 

ŀƴŘ ƭŜƎŜƴŘǎΣ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ WƻǎƘǳŀ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ 

patron saint of ethnic cleansers,έ ŀƴŘ 

the God whom Christian Zionists 

ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǎ άthe Great Ethnic-Cleanser, 

a militaristic and xenophobic 

genocidist, who is not sufficiently moral even to conform to the requirements of the 

CƻǳǊǘƘ DŜƴŜǾŀ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴέ.11 

                                                           
9 Naim Ateek, óIntroduction: Challenging Christian Zionism,ô in Naim Ateek, Cedar Duaybis, Maurine Tobin (eds), 

Challenging Christian Zionism: Theology, Politics and the Israel-Palestine Conflict (London: Melisende, 2005), pp. 17, 19. 
10 Mitri Raheb, óThe Third Kingdom,ô in Challenging Christian Zionism, pp. 265, 269. 
11 See Michael Prior, óThe Holy Land and the Scandalous Performance of the Churches,ô Cornerstone (Winter, 2003), p. 6. 
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2. An Ecumenical and Inter-Faith Agenda 

One of the most disturbing developments within Christian Palestinianism in recent 

decades has been the alliances which have been forged between Evangelicals and 

the Muslim world. Christian Palestinianist leaders frequently share conference 

platforms with Islamic clerics. Spearheading this inter-faith dialogue, and the 

Christian Palestinianist movement as a whole, is the Anglican vicar from England, 

Revd Dr Stephen Sizer. 

 

 

Stephen Sizer 

Champion of  
Christian Palestinianism 

 

ά¢ƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

the Zionists have distorted 

remarks by President 

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad about 

ǘƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘΦέ 

 
                  (Source: www.stephensizer.com/photos/) 
 

The above quote was taken from the website of 

the Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA), who 

interviewed Stephen Sizer during his visit to 

Tehran in October 2007. During his interview, Sizer 

defended President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 

following his public denial of the Holocaust. 

(During a speech he delivered ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƻǊƭŘ 

²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ½ƛƻƴƛǎƳΩ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ¢ŜƘǊŀƴ in 2005, 

Ahmadinejad ƛƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ LǎǊŀŜƭ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ άǿƛǇŜŘ 

ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇΦέ) In his interview, Sizer laid the blame 

for the conflict in the Middle East at the feet of 

Israel and her Christian allies. 

Please note that the picture disc standing in front 

of Stephen Sizer in the above photograph is of 

Ayatollah Khomeini (1900-1989), the Shiite Muslim leader who instigated the 

downfall of the Shah and transformed Iran into an Islamic Republic in 1979. 

http://www.stephensizer.com/photos/
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Profile of Stephen Sizer 

Å Vicar of Christ Church, Virginia Water, in England. Christ Church is a member of 

the Evangelical Alliance, and of the Willow Creek Association, which is chaired by 

Bill HybelsΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ²ƛƭƭƻǿ /ǊŜŜƪ άƛǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 

influential ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǎǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φέ12  [Bill IȅōŜƭǎΩ wife Lynne 

works closely with Stephen Sizer, and is on record as sayingΣ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƻ ŀ 

theology asserting that the modern State of Israel represents a divinely 

ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻŦ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ LǎǊŀŜƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ [ŀƴŘέ.13 hŦ ²ƛƭƭƻǿ /ǊŜŜƪΩǎ 

overall approach to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Donald Wagner writes, άThere 

is no hint of a pro-Zionist perspective to Willow CǊŜŜƪΩǎ aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘ ǿƻǊƪ.έ14] 

 

Å Founding member of the Institute for the Study of Christian Zionism 

(www.christianzionism.org)Σ άwhich is a group of pastors, academics, students, 

interested laypersons and a Rabbi who have been disturbed by the growing 

influence of Christian Zionism on the political scene in America recognizing this 

ideology to be a major factor in the stalled peace process in Israel/Palestine.έ15 

 

Å Co-author of the ΨJerusalem Declaration on Christian ZionismΩ (August 22, 2006), 

which άŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘέ16 Christian Zionism and which was signed by the 

Roman Catholic, Syrian Orthodox, Episcopal and Evangelical Lutheran churches in 

Jerusalem 

 

Å Member of the Advisory Council of Evangelicals for Middle East Understanding 

(EMEU) 

Å Member of the UK Board of Reference for the Mar Elias Educational Institutions 

in Ibillin, Galilee, founded by the Vatican-approved Melkite Catholic 

Archbishop, Elias Chacour 

 

Å Patron of the Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions 
 

Å Photographer for the Palestine News Network 
 

Å Contributor to the Friends of Al-Aqsa journal 
 

Å Member of the Interfaith Group for Morally Responsible Investment 

                                                           
12 Willow Creek Association, óOur Story: Who We Are,ô http://www.willowcreek.com/about/. 
13 Lynne Hybels, óI Am Still Pro-Israel, But Iôve Also Become Pro-Palestinian,ô Sojourners, www.sojo.net/index.cfm? 

Action=magazine.article&issue=soj1007&article=following-jesus-in-the-west-bank. 
14 Donald Wagner, óEvangelicals and Israel: Pointing to the Third Millennium,ô www.christianzionism.org/Article/Wagner 

05.asp. 
15 Institute for the Study of Christian Zionism, http://www.christianzionism.org/aboutN.asp. 
16 Zenit, óReligious Leadersô Statement on Christian Zionism,ô http://www.zenit.org/article-16848?l=english. 

http://www.emeu.net/
http://www.emeu.net/
http://www.m-e-c.org/
http://lluker.faculty.ltss.edu/Elias_Chacour.htm
http://www.willowcreek.com/about/
http://www.sojo.net/index.cfm?%20Action=magazine.article&issue=soj1007&article=following-jesus-in-the-west-bank
http://www.sojo.net/index.cfm?%20Action=magazine.article&issue=soj1007&article=following-jesus-in-the-west-bank
http://www.christianzionism.org/Article/Wagner%2005.asp
http://www.christianzionism.org/Article/Wagner%2005.asp
http://www.christianzionism.org/aboutN.asp
http://www.zenit.org/article-16848?l=english
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{ǘŜǇƘŜƴ {ƛȊŜǊΩǎ two most influential books to date 

are his published PhD thesis, Christian Zionism: 

Road-map to Armageddon? (2004) and ½ƛƻƴΩǎ 

Christian Soldiers? The Bible, Israel and the Church 

(2007). Both books, which have been widely 

endorsed, serve only to misrepresent and caricature 

Christians who have, since the time of the English 

Puritans in the 16th and 17th centuries, understood 

that God has neither rejected Israel nor replaced 

her with the Church. 
 

wŜǾƛŜǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ {ƛȊŜǊΩǎ first book have hailed it as the 

άmost important and comprehensive on the subject 

to dateΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άscholarly treatment to counteract 

the rabid prophecy pack.έ They have condemned 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ½ƛƻƴƛǎƳ ŀǎ άperniciousΣέ a άtotally unbiblical menaceΣέ άa powerful force 

that encourages the destruction of millions of peopleΣέ and άone of the most 

dangerous and heretical movements in the world which fuels the Arab-Israeli 

ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘέ.17 
 

 

½ƛƻƴΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ includes a sermon by 

the notable British Evangelical scholar, John Stott, 

who has himself denounced Christian Zionism as 

άōƛōƭƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŀǘƘŜƳŀ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŦŀƛǘƘέΦ18 In 

2005, Time magazine ranked Stott among the 100 

most influential people in the world. 

Former assistant Anglican Bishop of Jerusalem, 

Kenneth Cragg, has also endorsed Stephen SizerΩǎ 

book. Before Sizer edited itΣ /ǊŀƎƎΩǎ endorsement 

originally included a statement which exposes the 

heart and tone of the Christian Palestinianist 

movement: 

 

   ά½ƛƻƴΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ tŜǊǾŜǊǘǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ  
                   been ŀ ǿƛǎŜǊ ǘƛǘƭŜΦέ 

 

 

 

                                                           
17 Published Writings of Stephen Sizer, http://www.cc-vw.org/articles/ivp.html. 
18 Quoted in Donald E. Wagner, Anxious for Armageddon (Scottdale, PA: Herald Press, 1995), p. 80. 

http://www.cc-vw.org/articles/ivp.html
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Endorsements of Stephen {ƛȊŜǊΩǎ Books 
 

Hank Hanegraaff (USA) 

¶ President of the Christian Research Institute in 
North Carolina, and the Ψ.ƛōƭŜ Answer aŀƴΩ 

ά{ƛȊŜǊΩǎ Christian Zionism dramatically demonstrates 
how a politicized religious movement with a dubious 
pedigree is a prescription for disaster. From 
caricaturing Arabs to catalyzing Armageddon, 
Christian Zionist beliefs and behaviors are the 
antithesis of biblicŀƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅΦέ 

 

Tony Campolo (USA) 

¶ Baptist minister, author, and Professor of 
Sociology at Eastern University in St. Davids, 
Pennsylvania 
 

ά! ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ 
have embraced a theological perspective that has 
encouraged justice for Jews but has also led to the 
oppression of Palestinian people and extreme hostility 
between Christians and Muslims worldwideΦέ 

 

Gilbert Bilezikian (USA) 

¶ One of the founding leaders of Willow Creek 
Community Church in South Barrington, Illinois: 

 

ά{ƻƳŜ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
purposes of God and to the processes of history, 
reduce the Church to the status of concubine while 
LǎǊŀŜƭ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛŘŜΦ {ƛȊŜǊΩǎ work provides a 
timely reminder that, according to the New 
¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘΣ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ōŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ƴƻǘ ƻŦ ǊŀŎŜΦέ 

 

John Stott (UK) 

¶ Theologian, former chaplain to Queen Elizabeth II, 
and Rector Emeritus of All Souls Church in London 

 

άL ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ½ƛƻƴƛǎƳΣ ōƻǘƘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΣ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƻƳǇŀǘƛōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ 
ōƻƻƪ Ƙŀǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƻƴΦέ19 

                                                           
19 óSixty Academics Endorse Christian Zionism Book,ô http://stephensizer.blogspot.com/2008/10/sixty-academics-endorse-

christian.html. 

http://stephensizer.blogspot.com/2008/10/sixty-academics-endorse-christian.html
http://stephensizer.blogspot.com/2008/10/sixty-academics-endorse-christian.html
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Stephen Sizer has promoted his 

distorted version of Christian Zionism 

across the Middle East. As these 

photographs indicate, he has been 

warmly received by Islamic clerics and 

scholars wherever he has gone, and 

was welcomed by one Islamic 

university in 2007 as ΨArchbishopΩ 

Stephen Sizer. This kind of reception 

indicates that what he is presenting to 

them is not the pure Gospel of Jesus 

Christ, but an anti-Zionist /  anti-Christian Zionist distortion of the Gospel, which 

serves only to affirm Muslims in their hatred of Israel.   

 

 

Please note again the 

photograph of 

Ayatollah Khomeini, 

this time hanging 

above the head of 

Stephen Sizer as he 

dialogues with Muslim 

clerics in Iran. 

 

                  

 

 

 

www.stephensizer.com/photos/ 

 

www.stephensizer.com/photos/ 

 

www.stephensizer.com/photos/ 

 

www.stephensizer.com/photos/ 

 

www.stephensizer.com/photos/ 

 

www.stephensizer.com/photos/ 

 

http://www.stephensizer.com/photos/
http://www.stephensizer.com/photos/
http://www.stephensizer.com/photos/
http://www.stephensizer.com/photos/
http://www.stephensizer.com/photos/
http://www.stephensizer.com/photos/
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Stephen Sizer is not alone in championing the cause of Christian Palestinianism 

throughout the Muslim world. Two of his closest friends and colleagues within the 

movement are Gary Burge and Donald Wagner, both of whom are ordained 

ministers within the Presbyterian Church (USA). The following photographs show 

the three men at the Second Meeting of the Evangelical Christian-Muslim Dialogue, 

which was held in Tripoli, Libya, in 2008. 

 

                      

Donald Wagner  

¶ Director of the Center for Middle Eastern Studies, North 
Park University, Chicago 

¶ Founding member of the Institute for the Study of 
Christian Zionism (ISCZ) 

¶ Author of Anxious for Armageddon (1995) and Dying in 
the Land of Promise (2003) 

 

Gary Burge 

¶ Professor of New Testament at Wheaton College, Illinois 

¶ Member of the Advisory Board of the Holy Land Christian 
Ecumenical Foundation (HCEF) 

¶ Member of the Board of Evangelicals for Middle East 
Understanding (EMEU) 

¶ Author of Whose Land? Whose Promise? (2003) and 
Jesus and the Land (2010) 

 

 

www.stephensizer.com/photos

/  

http://www.stephensizer.com/photos/
http://www.stephensizer.com/photos/
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Bridges of Faith 

Evangelical-Muslim Dialogue Conference, Toronto, May 2010 

                        

In May 2010, Sizer, Burge and Wagner were in Toronto for the ŦƻǳǊǘƘ άextended 

conversationέ ǿƛǘƘ LǎƭŀƳƛŎ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎΣ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ World Islamic Call Society. 

The first such meeting took place in Chicago in 2006, and was followed by further 

άŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎέ in Tripoli (Libya), and in Pasadena, California (at Fuller Theological 

Seminary). According to the Bridges of Faith website, 

 

ά¢ƘŜ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ Ǝƻal of the Evangelical Christian-Muslim Dialogue is to 

commit ourselves to a dialogue that will build a deep and lasting trust 

that will remain despite any obstacles that may ŀǊƛǎŜ Χ Lǘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ 

to endeavor sincerely to discover our common values and systems of 

ethics so that we may agree on a common set of shared spiritual values 

ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŀƭ ǇǊŜŎŜǇǘǎΦέ20 
 

¢ƘŜ άultimate goalέ outlined by Bridges for Faith is clearly at odds with the ultimate 

goal of the commission which was given by our Lord Jesus Christ to His Church, 

namely to Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ άǘŜŀŎƘ all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 

of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 

ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘ ȅƻǳέ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ нуΥмфΣ 20). How, then, can we reconcile the fact 

that Evangelical leaders are involved to this extent with Islamic scholars and clerics, 

with whom they have nothing in common? Perhaps the answer lies in the fact that 

they have a common enemy, namely Israel and her Christian allies. The following 

scripture seems to encapsulate what is happening: 

 

άAnd the same day Pilate and Herod were made friends together: for 

ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǘ ŜƴƳƛǘȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎέ (Luke 23:12). 
 

                                                           
20 Bridges of Faith, óThe Evangelical Christian-Muslim Dialogue Group,ô http://www.bridgesoffaith.org/. 

www.stephensizer.com/photos

/  

http://www.bridgesoffaith.org/
http://www.stephensizer.com/photos/
http://www.stephensizer.com/photos/
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The Influence of Christian Palestinianism on the Denominational 

Churches in the United States and the United Kingdom 

 

Over the past few years a number of Church denominations and ecumenical 

organizations have issued statements condemning the alleged Israeli άoccupation,έ 

and have chosen either to support campaigns to boycott Israeli goods and divest 

from multinational companies operating within Israel, and/or to denounce Christian 

Zionism as a heresy, which they say threatens peace in the Middle East. It is striking 

to observe that the reports presented to the various denominational synods or 

assemblies were all based on the writings of Stephen Sizer, Gary Burge, Donald 

Wagner, Naim Ateek and other members of the Christian Palestinianist movement; 

not one Christian Zionist theologian or historian was referred to. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following resolution, which was adopted by the General Synod of the Reformed 

Church in America in 2004, is representative of all of the above denominations: 

άTo declare the ideology of Christian Zionism, and the extreme form of 
dispensationalism that undergirds it, to be a distortion of the biblical 
message noting the impediment it represents to achieving a just peace in 
LǎǊŀŜƭκtŀƭŜǎǘƛƴŜΦέ21 

                                                           
21 Reformed Church in America, óPosition on Christian Zionism,ô https://www.rca.org/sslpage.aspx?pid=3839. 

https://www.rca.org/sslpage.aspx?pid=3839
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IsraelΩǎ Ecumenical Enemy 

In September 2009, the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches (WCC) 

met in Geneva and released its ΨStatement on Israeli Settlements in the Occupied 

Palestinian Territory.Ω The anti-Israel thrust of this statement is entirely consistent 

with the historic position adopted by the WCC in relation to the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict. The Statement supported the establishment of a Palestinian state, 

ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ άǳƴȅƛŜƭŘƛƴƎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ǘƻ 

Israeli settlement building, endorsed UN resolutions which seek to place Jerusalem 

άǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜƎƛƳŜΣέ and called for άŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōƻȅŎƻǘǘ ƻŦ 

goods produced in the illegal Israeli settlements in the occupied territoriesΦέ22 

 

In 2002, the WCC published a document (left), 

calling upon member churches to help end what 

they referred to ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴŜΦέ In 2007, the WCC launched the 

Palestine-Israel Ecumenical Forum (PIEF), which 

provides a platform for churches άaimed at 

ending the illegal occupation (of Palestinian 

territories) ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ¦b ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΦέ23 

In its statement about Jerusalem, the PIEF 

declared ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΥ άThe WCC has 

repeatedly addressed the question of Jerusalem 

since 1948. It affirms that Jerusalem is a holy 

city for three monotheistic religions ς Judaism, 

Islam, and Christianity. The WCC believes that 

ΨJerusalem must reƳŀƛƴ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ŎƛǘȅΩ anŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ Ψshared in 

terms ƻŦ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇΩ within the framework of international law.έ24 

 

                                                           
22 World Council of Churches, óStatement on Israeli Settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,ô 

http://www.oikoumene.org/resources/documents/central-committee/geneva-2009/reports-and-documents/report-on-public-

issues/statement-on-israeli-settlements-in-the-occupied-palestinian-territory.html. 
23 World Council of Churches, óIsrael/Palestine,ô http://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/regions/middle-east/israel. 

html. 
24 Palestine-Israel Ecumenical Forum, óJerusalem,ô http://www.oikoumene.org/en/programmes/public-witness-addressing-

power-affirming-peace/churches-in-the-middle-east/pief/issues/jerusalem.html. 

http://www.oikoumene.org/resources/documents/central-committee/geneva-2009/reports-and-documents/report-on-public-issues/statement-on-israeli-settlements-in-the-occupied-palestinian-territory.html
http://www.oikoumene.org/resources/documents/central-committee/geneva-2009/reports-and-documents/report-on-public-issues/statement-on-israeli-settlements-in-the-occupied-palestinian-territory.html
http://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/regions/middle-east/israel.%20html
http://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/regions/middle-east/israel.%20html
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/programmes/public-witness-addressing-power-affirming-peace/churches-in-the-middle-east/pief/issues/jerusalem.html
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/programmes/public-witness-addressing-power-affirming-peace/churches-in-the-middle-east/pief/issues/jerusalem.html
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In its ΨProposed Strategic Plan of Actions for 2009-нлмлΣΩ the PIEF declared how άFor 

the last forty years the Christian churches [within the WCC] have called for an end to 

the Israeli occupation of PalestineΦέ The tƭŀƴΩǎ ΨtǊŜƳƛǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ !ctionΩ included the 

following: 
 

¶ That UN resolutions are the basis for peace   

¶ That Palestinians have the right of self-determination and the right of return 

¶ That a two-state solution must be viable   

¶ That Jerusalem must be an open, accessible, inclusive and shared city for the 
two peoples and three religions 

¶ That the Israeli settlements in the occupied Palestinian territories are illegal, 
and constitute an obstacle to peace 

¶ That thŜ ΨSepaǊŀǘƛƻƴ .ŀǊǊƛŜǊΩ constructed by Israel in the occupied Palestinian 
territories is a grave breach of international law and must be removed from 
the occupied territory 

 

A further stated goal of the PIEF is to άŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ½ƛƻƴƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƭƭŜƴƴƛŀƭƛǎƳ 

theologies or other theologies which support the ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴέ.25 

 

Boycotting Israel 

Lƴ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ōȅ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ {ƛȊŜǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŜŎƪǇƻƛƴǘΩ 

conference in Bethlehem in 2010, Naim Ateek expressed his delight at the way 

Christians in the United States were enthusiastically supporting ά.Φ5Φ{. ς Boycott, 

5ƛǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ {ŀƴŎǘƛƻƴǎέ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ LǎǊŀŜƭΦ !ǎ !ǘŜŜƪ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ άL ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ 

forward ς ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƴƻƴ-ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘƭȅέΦ26 
 

In January 2011, Marwan Barghouti (right), a notorious 

Palestinian terrorist and head of the Al-!ǉǎŀ aŀǊǘȅǊǎΩ 

Brigades, sent a letter to the International Conference 

for Palestinian Prisoners held in Morocco. Barghouti is 

serving five life sentences for orchestrating suicide 

bombing raids. In his letter, Barghouti described Israel 

as άthe worst and most abominable enemy known to 

humanity and modern history,έ before calling for a 

complete boycott of all Israeli products: 
 

άWe must continue to act to isolate Israel 
further on the international, official, and 
popular level, and on all levels and in all 
spheres, as well as continuing the campaign to 
boycott all Israeli goods, not limiting it to 
settlement goods exclusively.έ27 

                                                           
25 Palestine-Israel Ecumenical Forum, óProposed Strategic Plan of Actions 2009-2010,ô http://www.oikoumene.org/file 

admin/files/wcc-main/documents/p3/pief/files/PIEF%20Strategic%20Plan-final.pdf. 
26 Stephen Sizerôs blog, óCanon Naim Ateek on Sabeel and the Future of Palestine,ô http://stephensizer.blogspot.com/2010/ 

03/canon-niam-ateek-on-sabeel-and-future.html. 
27 Palestinian Media Watch, óMarwan Barghouti on Israel,ô http://palwatch.org/main.aspx?fi=157&doc_id=4575. 

http://www.oikoumene.org/file%20admin/files/wcc-main/documents/p3/pief/files/PIEF%20Strategic%20Plan-final.pdf
http://www.oikoumene.org/file%20admin/files/wcc-main/documents/p3/pief/files/PIEF%20Strategic%20Plan-final.pdf
http://stephensizer.blogspot.com/2010/%2003/canon-niam-ateek-on-sabeel-and-future.html
http://stephensizer.blogspot.com/2010/%2003/canon-niam-ateek-on-sabeel-and-future.html
http://palwatch.org/main.aspx?fi=157&doc_id=4575
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On April 1, 1933, just one week after taking power in Germany, Nazi leader Adolf 

Hitler ordered a boycott of Jewish shops, banks, and businesses. This order was 

implemented by Propaganda Minister Joseph Goebbels: 

Reproduced with permission from Yad Vashem, Jerusalem 

 

The same anti-Semitic spirit which drove the Nazi regime in 1933 and beyond is 

ǘƻŘŀȅ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ƻȅŎƻǘǘ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ DƻƻŘǎΩ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀƴȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ 

mainstream denominations, and the World Council of Churches have unashamedly 

and irresponsibly endorsed: 

 

 

 

 

As we read in the Book of Ecclesiastes, 

άThe thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is 
done is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing  

ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴέ (Ecclesiastes 1:9). 
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Rediscovering Palestine 

Lƴ aŀȅ мффуΣ ŀ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ΨŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳΩ ǘƻ ΨPalestineΩ featured 

at the Christian Resources Exhibition (CRE) at Sandown Park in Surrey, England. The 

ǎǘŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨwŜŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴŜΦΩ28 Today this umbrella organisation claims 

to represent charities and organisations in the UK ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ άworking for justice, 

peace and reconciliation for all peoples in the Holy LandΦέ29 The reality is that 

Rediscovering Palestine equates, in my mind, to Reprimanding, Replacing and 

Redefining Israel. Its recommended reading list is a veritable άǿƘƻΩǎ ǿƘƻέ of 

Christian Palestinianist authors featured in this document, thereby revealing the 

true agenda behind this organisation. 

 

(Photographs posted on the R.P. website, taken from its 2010 Greenbelt festival stall in Cheltenham, England) 

 

  Member Organisations include:       Recommended Authors include: 
 

  Amos Trust          Naim Ateek 

  BibleLands          Stephen Sizer 

  Christian Aid         Michael Prior 

  Church Missionary Society       Mark Braverman 

  Churches Together in Britain and Ireland     Donald Wagner 

  Friends of Sabeel UK        Elias Chacour 

  Living Stones         Ben White 

  Palestine Solidarity Campaign       Ilan Pappé 

  World Vision         Mitri Raheb 

 

                                                           
28 Stephen Sizer, óThe Premised Land: Palestine and Israel,ô http://www.cc-vw.org/articles/theysawandbelieved.htm.  
29 Rediscovering Palestine website, http://www.rediscoveringpalestine.org.uk/. 

http://www.cc-vw.org/articles/theysawandbelieved.htm
http://www.rediscoveringpalestine.org.uk/
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3. Despising the Holocaust 

 

Christian Palestinianists are 

notorious for exploiting, and 

ultimately denigrating, the 

Holocaust in pursuit of their anti-

Zionist and anti-Christian Zionist 

agenda. They typically accuse Israel 

and her Christian allies of playing 

άǘƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ Ǝǳƛƭǘ-card,έ30 and of 

hiding ōŜƘƛƴŘ άIƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ 

ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅέ31 in order to shield Israel 

from censure. 

 
 

Kenneth Cragg (left) denounces what he calls άǘƘŜ ŀǿŦǳƭ 

authority of ǘƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ άǳƴƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŜǎ ŀƭƭ 

tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘέ32 ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜǎ LǎǊŀŜƭ άŀ ǿŀǊǊŀƴǘ ƻŦ 

ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴŎŜέΦ33 The late Michael Prior adopted the same 

argument, and tone, in his writings, claiming that 

Auschwitz had ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ άŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ƘƛŘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘέ 

ŀƴŘ άŀ ǎȅƳōol that makes them untouchable.έ34
 Marc 

Ellis, one of a number of Jewish liberation theologians 

who staunchly support this pro-Palestinian movement, 

portrays the Arab Palestinians living in Israel today ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘέΦ35 

 

Secular historian Regina Sharif, whom Christian Palestinianists have cited in their 

writings, takes this whole argument to its logical conclusion. Sharif asserts that άon 

the theoretical as well as on the practical level, the Nazis and the Zionists saw eye to 

eye,έ claiming ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άŎƻǊƴŜǊǎǘƻƴŜ ƻŦ ½ƛƻƴƛǎǘ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ Χ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ 

ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŀȊƛ ǘƘŜƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǊŀŎƛŀƭ ǎǳǇǊŜƳŀŎȅΦέ As far as Sharif is concerned, 

άZionism, racism, and anti-{ŜƳƛǘƛǎƳ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴŀέΦ36 

 

                                                           
30 Charles P. Lutz, óWhatôs So Special About This Space?,ô in Charles P. Lutz and Robert O. Smith, Christians and a Land 

Called Holy: How We Can Foster Justice, Peace, and Hope (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2006), p. 31. 
31 Michael Prior, óZionism and the Bible,ô in Holy Land Hollow Jubilee: God, Justice and the Palestinians, ed. by Naim 

Ateek and Michael Prior (London: Melisende, 1999), p. 71. 
32 Kenneth Cragg, This Year in Jerusalem (London: Darton, Longman & Todd, 1982), pp. 129-131. 
33 Kenneth Cragg, The Arab Christian: A History in the Middle East (London: Mowbray, 1992), p. 28. 
34 Michael Prior, Zionism and the State of Israel: A Moral Inquiry (London: Routledge, 1999), p. 220. 
35 Marc H. Ellis, óThe Boundaries of Our Destiny: A Jewish Reflection on the Biblical Jubilee on the Fiftieth Anniversary 

of Israel,ô in Ateek and Prior, Holy Land Hollow Jubilee, p. 236. 
36 Regina S. Sharif, Non-Jewish Zionism (London: Zed Press, 1983), pp. 5, 1, 76. 
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Hank Hanegraaff, President of the Christian Research 

Institute (CRI) based in Charlotte, North Carolina, follows 

suit in his book, The Apocalypse Code (2007). He affirms 

the equating of Zionism with racism, and follows 

ǊŜǾƛǎƛƻƴƛǎǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ άǘƘŜ ŜǘƘƴƛŎ 

clŜŀƴǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴǎέΦ37 IŀƴŜƎǊŀŀŦŦΩǎ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜly 

anti-Zionist, anti-Christian Zionist, and specifically anti-

Dispensationalist stance is perhaps not surprising when 

we consider that his book is endorsed by Gary Burge, 

Stephen Sizer, and Colin Chapman, all of whom have 

appeared on his daily national radio show, Ψ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ 

Answer Man.Ω Their books are for sale on the CRI website. 

 
 

 

The Holocaust is άŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǎǇŜƴǎŀōƭŜ ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǿŜŀǇƻƴ Χ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ 
ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭέ (Finkelstein, The Holocaust Industry, pp.3, 30). 

 

In his book, Christian Zionism: Road-map to Armageddon?, Stephen Sizer enlists the 

support of Norman Finkelstein, one of the most controversial Jewish political 

scientists and anti-Zionist activists in the United States. Sizer cites FƛƴƪŜƭǎǘŜƛƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ 

The Holocaust Industry (2000), in order to strengthen his own contention that the 

Holocaust has been exploited by both Jewish and Christian Zionists άǘƻ ƛƳƳǳƴƛȊŜ 

LǎǊŀŜƭ ŦǊƻƳ ŎŜƴǎǳǊŜΦέ38 

 

 

                                                           
37 Hank Hanegraaff, The Apocalypse Code (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 2007), pp. xxiii, 166-169. 
38 Sizer, Christian Zionism, p. 21. 
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In November 2010, Sizer posted on his 

internet blog a video of Norman 

Finkelstein addressing students at the 

University of Waterloo in Ontario, 

Canada. In the video, Finkelstein is 

challenged by a young student who was 

offended by remarks he had made 

likening Israeli Jews to Nazis (something 

which Finkelstein has done ever since he 

ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ [Ŝōŀƴƻƴ ƛƴ мфунύ. Finkelstein defended 

himself by speaking of how his parents had survived the Auschwitz and Majdanek 

death camps and the Warsaw Ghetto uprising, and how every member of their 

families had perished during the Holocaust. Dismissing ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎ and 

what he called άŎǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ǘŜŀǊǎ,έ Finkelstein turned on his detractors in the audience 

by shouting: άLŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ ŀƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎǊȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴǎέΦ 

Underneath this clip on his blog, Stephen Sizer writes: 
 

άNorman Finkelstein has my deepest admiration  
for the stand he is taking.έ39 

 
 

The suffering which Norman 

CƛƴƪŜƭǎǘŜƛƴΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

relatives endured during the 

Holocaust must never be 

overlooked or downplayed in any 

assessment of the man himself. 

However, for the purposes of this 

document, the question needs to 

be asked: How can an Evangelical 

vicar like Stephen Sizer express άŘŜŜǇŜǎǘ ŀŘƳƛǊŀǘƛƻƴέ for such a controversial and 

ŎƻƳōŀǘƛǾŜ ƳŀƴΣ ǿƘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ άŀ ŘŜǾƻǳǘ ŀǘƘŜƛǎǘΣέ ŀƴŘ who, in 2008, was 

banned from entering Israel for ten years by the Israeli government because of 

άǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎέ? Finkelstein is so controversial that a documentary portrait of 

his life was released in the U.S. in 2009 entitled, American Radical: The Trials of 

Norman Finkelstein. The film, which features the clip mentioned above, gives an 

insight into the troubled and self-destructive mind of a Jewish man who, during his 

2008 book tour of southern Lebanon ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƪŜ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ IŜȊōƻƭƭŀƘ, 

made the following statement in front of the cameras: 

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ IŜȊōƻƭƭŀƘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜΦ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ 
very good thing that Hezbollah inflicted a huge defeat on Israel. You have 
to keep knocking them into the head until they reach their seƴǎŜǎΦέ40 

                                                           
39 Stephen Sizerôs blog, http://stephensizer.blogspot.com/2010/11/crocodile-tears-says-norman-finkelstein.html. 
40 David Ridgen and Nicolas Rossier, American Radical: The Trials of Norman Finkelstein (Typecast Releasing: 2009). 

  www.stephensizer.com/photos/ 

 

http://stephensizer.blogspot.com/2010/11/crocodile-tears-says-norman-finkelstein.html
http://www.stephensizer.com/photos/
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4. How Christian Palestinianists Interpret the Bible 

 

 

Fr. Elias Chacour 

Godfather of Christian Palestinianism 
 

 

ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ŎŜƴǘǳǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘƻǎŜƴ tŜƻǇƭŜΦ ²Ŝ 
do not believe anymore that they are the Chosen People of God, since now  

we have a new understanding ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘƻǎŜƴŜǎǎΦέ 
 
 

This quote was ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ 9ƭƛŀǎ /ƘŀŎƻǳǊΩǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ ΨwŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ WǳǎǘƛŎŜΥ [ƛǾƛƴƎ 

with the Memory,Ω ƛƴ bŀƛƳ !ǘŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ tǊƛƻǊΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ Holy Land Hollow 

Jubilee: God, Justice and the Palestinians (London: Melisende, 1999, p. 112). It sums 

up how Christian Palestinianists misunderstand and misinterpret what the Bible so 

clearly teaches about DƻŘΩǎ prophetic purposes for Israel, and how they, in turn, 

misrepresent the Holy One of Israel as a covenant-breaking God. 

 
Elias Chacour is the Vatican-approved Melkite Greek 

Catholic Archbishop of Israel and one of the most 

influential Arabs in Israel. He is greatly esteemed within the 

Christian Palestinianist camp. His first book, Blood Brothers, 

was published in 1983 and tells the story of his childhood in 

Upper Galilee before the establishment of the modern 

State of Israel in 1948. The influence of this book on 

Evangelicals in the West cannot be overstated. According to 

Donald Wagner, Blood Brothers άǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

opened the minds of thousands of evangelicals concerning 

Christians in thŜ Iƻƭȅ [ŀƴŘέ.41 

 

 

                                                           
41 Dan OôNeill and Don Wagner, Peace or Armageddon? The Unfolding Drama of the Middle East Peace Accord (London: 

Marshall Pickering, 1993), p. 88. 



24 
 

In the same year that Blood Brothers appeared, Colin Chapman, a former lecturer in 

Islamic Studies at the Near East School of Theology in Beirut, published one of the 

most influential, and damaging, books on the subject of Israel, entitled Whose 

Promised Land? (1983). British journalist and author Melanie Phillips has aptly 

ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛǘ ŀǎ άŀ Ǉƻƛǎƻƴƻǳǎ ǘǊŀǾŜǎǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛƎƛǘƛƳƛǎŜ LǎǊŀŜƭΦέ42 By 

contrast, Hank Hanegraaff is among the many Evangelical leaders indebted to 

Chapman, whose book he quotes from extensively in The Apocalypse Code. 

 

Fulfilment Theology 

In more recent times, Christian 

Palestinianists have tried, and 

failed, to rebrand their 

ΨǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ theologyΩ as 

ΨŦǳƭŦƛƭƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅΦΩ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ōŀǎƛŎ 

assertion is summed up in Colin 

/ƘŀǇƳŀƴΩǎ ǉǳƻǘŜ (right), namely 

that Jesus fulfilled all the 

promises relating to the return 

of the Jewish people to the 

Land. .ȅ ΨŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘΣΩ Chapman 

means that everything spoken 

of by the Old Testament prophets in relation to the land and people of Israel was 

spiritually fulfilled two thousand years ago in the life, death, and resurrection of 

Jesus. The nation of Israel thus holds no further prophetic significance, since the 

Church is Ψthe new IsraelΩ. 
 

In Jesus and the Land (2010), Gary Burge gives 

the following interpretation of Acts 1:6-8 and 

Galatians 6:16 respectively: 

άWŜǎǳǎ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŜƴǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭ 
per se but instead sees himself as embracing the 
ŘǊŀƳŀ ƻŦ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ƭƛŦŜ Χ Lƴ ǎƻƳŜ 
manner, the initial restoration of Israel has 
already begun inasmuch as Christ, the new 
Temple, the New Israel, has been resurrectedέ 
(p. 60). 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǘŀǊƪ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ 
of universalizing the new identity of the people 
of God. The apostle is redrawing the definitions 
for self-ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅέ (pp. 83-84). 

 

                                                           
42 Phillips, Londonistan, p. 233. 
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In the Footsteps of Calvin 

Christian Palestinianists like Gary Burge look to the 

French Protestant Reformer, John Calvin, as one of 

their theological champions. In his commentary on 

Acts 1:6-8, /ŀƭǾƛƴ ŀǎǎŜǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ άas many 

errors Χ as wordsέ in the question which the 

Apostles asked the risen Lord concerning the 

restoration of the kingdom to Israel. This, he 

bŜƭƛŜǾŜŘΣ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ άhow bad scholars they were 

under so good a MasterΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ άwhen he 

[Jesus] saith, you shall receive power, he 

admoniǎƘŜǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƳōŜŎƛƭƛǘȅΦέ Calvin 

further claimed that Jesus ǿŀǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ άlift up 

their mindsέ ŦǊƻƳ άthŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŜǊǊƻǊέ of the Jewish nation, which believed that the 

aŜǎǎƛŀƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ άreign as a king ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ȅŜŀǊǎέ. This interpretation, 

Calvin maintainedΣ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ άfollyέ43 which had been adopted by the early Church 

premillennialistsΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ΨŎƘƛƭƛŀǎǘǎΦΩ 

 

In his own exposition of these verses, Donald Wagner (below) has not only 

contemporised John /ŀƭǾƛƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ, but also added a mocking tone to it: 

 

άIt was as if these disciples were saying, 
Ψ²ŜƭƭΣ [ƻǊŘΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ impressed by 
the miracles you performed while we 
labored with you. We were inspired as well 
by your great teachings. Then the 
resurrection was truly fantastic. But now, 
ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ǘƘŜ άōƛƎ ƻƴŜέΚ ²ƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ 
the kingdom to Israel now and drive the 
Romŀƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ƭŀƴŘΚΩ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ 
needed to employ every bit of his sense of 
humour at this point. I can see him saying, 
ƘŀƭŦ ƛƴ ƧŜǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƭŦ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ΨL ŘƻƴΩǘ 
believe it! Where have you people been 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΚ ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΗΩ ¢ƘŜƴ 
Jesus became very harsh with the disciples Χ This is a clear word from the 
Lord to the futurist dispensationalists Χ Here Jesus was telling the 
disciples not to place their trust in nor devote their energy to end-time 
prophecy or the militant Zionist ideology of the Zealots.έ44 

 

                 

 

                                                           
43 Commentary Upon the Acts of the Apostles by John Calvin: Vol. I, ed. by Henry Beveridge (Edinburgh: 1844), pp. 43-48. 
44 Wagner, Anxious for Armageddon, p. 83. 

www.stephensizer.com/photos/  
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Creating God in Their Own Image 

One of the most conspicuous characteristics of Christian Palestinianism is its low 

view of the authority of Scripture. The very fact that its proponents deny any future 

prophetic role for the nation of Israel, and fail to acknowledge the sovereign hand of 

God in IsraeƭΩǎ ǊŜ-establishment in 1948, substantiates this claim. Consider the 

following statement made by Naim Ateek, as he expounds Ψa new ǿŀȅΩ of 

interpreting Scripture ς what he calls ŀ άƴŜǿ ƘŜǊƳŜƴŜǳǘƛŎέ όǇΦ 81): 

 

ά²ƘŜƴ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
.ƛōƭŜ Χ ƻƴŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ǎǳŎƘ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎΥ Lǎ 
the way I am hearing this the way I have come to 
know God in Christ? Does this fit the picture I have of 
DƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜΚ Χ LŦ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎΣ then 
that passage is valid and authoritative. If not, then I 
Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ƛǘǎ ǾŀƭƛŘƛǘȅ ƻǊ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅέ (pp. 81-82). 

 

For example, when Joshua and the Israelites were commanded by God to destroy 

WŜǊƛŎƘƻΣ ǘƘŜȅ άǳǘǘŜǊƭȅ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΣ ōƻǘh man and woman, young 

ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻȄΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜŜǇΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǿƻǊŘέ όWƻǎƘǳŀ сΥнмύΦ 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !ǘŜŜƪΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ άŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 

ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ of God as 

ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ όǇΦ 82), and therefore has no authority for the believer; it 

serves only to άŎƭŀǊƛŦȅ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘέ όǇΦ 83). 

 

In his most recent book, A Palestinian Christian Cry 

for Reconciliation (2008), Ateek highlights what he 

considers to be the single most authoritative text in 

the Old Testament: 

άLƴ Ƴȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ǘŜȄǘ 
of Jonah is a standard against which Old 
Testament theology must be measuredέ 
(pp. 54-55). 

 

According to Ateek, the author of Jonah is άǘƘŜ first 

tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ ƭƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŀƴέ όǇΦ тмύ, since he 

exposed the narrow nationalism of both the 

prophet and the nation of Israel, which had 

misrepresented God as άǘǊƛōŀƭ ŀƴŘ ȄŜƴƻǇƘƻōƛŎέ.  

 

In Naim !ǘŜŜƪΩǎ view, the Book of Jonah represents άǘƘŜ movement toward a more 

ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘέ όǇΦ ррύΦ 
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The ΨRacistΩ Prophets of Israel 

Naim Ateek continues what is essentially an attack on the authority of Scripture by 

ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ άƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΣέ ƭƛƪŜ LǎŀƛŀƘ ŀƴŘ WŜǊŜƳƛŀƘΣ άǳǎŜŘ ǊŀŎƛǎǘ 

ǳǘǘŜǊŀƴŎŜǎέ like Jonah. He claims, for example, that Isaiah 43 contains άǉǳƛǘŜ 

ŘƛǎǘǳǊōƛƴƎ ǊŀŎƛǎǘ ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎέ in these verses: 

άL ƎŀǾŜ 9ƎȅǇǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘȅ ǊŀƴǎƻƳΣ 9ǘƘƛƻǇƛŀ ŀƴŘ {Ŝōŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜŜΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘƻǳ ǿŀǎǘ 
precious in my sight, thou hast been honorable, and I have loved thee: 
therefore will I give men for thee, and people for thy lifeέ (vss. 3-4). 

 

Unwilling to submit to the authority of 

any scriptural passage which assigns to 

the nation of Israel a unique role in the 

sovereign purposes of God, Ateek writes: 

άIƻǿ Řƻ 9gyptians feel about being a 

ransom for Israel, or Ethiopians and 

Nabeans who would be given in 

ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ LǎǊŀŜƭΚ Χ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ΨŘŜ-½ƛƻƴƛȊŜΩ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘŜȄǘǎέ όǇΦ ррύΦ 

 

Ateek then cites Isaiah 61:5-6, which speaks of a time yet to come when foreigners 

άǎƘŀƭƭ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜŘέ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻŎƪǎ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ άǇƭƻǿƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ 

ǾƛƴŜŘǊŜǎǎŜǊǎΣέ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŀǎ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ άǎƘŀƭƭ Ŝŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DŜƴǘƛƭŜǎέΦ He 

ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜǎΥ ά¢Ƙƛǎ exclusivist text is unacceptable today, whether it has to do with 

God or people or land. It must be de-½ƛƻƴƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭέ όǇΦ рсύΦ 

 
In the School of the Palestinianist Prophets 
 

In an attempt to add 

theological weight and 

academic credibility to their 

essentially political crusade, 

a number of leading 

Christian Palestinianists 

have drawn from the 

writings of an English 

scholar ς the former Bishop 

of Durham, N.T. Wright. 

Stephen Sizer, Gary Burge, 

Naim Ateek and Hank Hanegraaff are among those who have expressed their debt 

to Wright, either in their books or on their internet websites and blogs. 
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Contempt for the Doctrine of the Rapture 

In a 2001 ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘΣ ΨCŀǊŜǿŜƭƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŀǇǘǳǊŜΣΩ N.T. Wright wrote the following: 

 

ά¢ƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƻōǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
second coming of Jesus τ 
especially with distorted 
interpretations of it τ continues 
unabated.  Seen from my side of 
the Atlantic [in England], the 
phenomenal success of the Left 
Behind books appears puzzling, 
even bizarre.  Few in the U.K. hold 
the belief on which the popular 
series of novels is based: that 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭ ΨǊŀǇǘǳǊŜΩ ƛƴ 
which believers will be snatched 
up to heaven.έ45 
 

Before we focus on N.T. WrightΩǎ ŜǊǊƻƴŜƻǳǎ 

theology of Israel, it is important to highlight the 

contempt which Christian Palestinianists in general 

hold for the doctrine of the any-moment Rapture 

of the Church. In her book, The Rapture Exposed 

(2004), Barbara Rossing, who is a graduate of 

Harvard and Yale, an ordained minister in the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and a 

regular speaker at Sabeel conferences, attacks the 

Left Behind novels and those who subscribe to the 

basic end-times theology underpinning them. 

wƻǎǎƛƴƎΩǎ book opens with the following 

statementΥ ά¢ƘŜ wŀǇǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŀŎƪŜǘ Χ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ 

Raptured off the earth, nor is God ... God will 

ƴŜǾŜǊ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ōŜƘƛƴŘέ όǇǇΦ м-2). 

 

Rossing believes that the Book of Revelation presents a vision, not of judgment and 

destruction, but of renewal and healing, all of which is made possible ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ά[ŀƳō 

ǇƻǿŜǊΦέ Lƴ ƻǳǘƭƛƴƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ά[ŀƳō ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅΣέ wƻǎǎƛƴƎ ŘŜǇƛŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎ 

άƭŀƳōƪƛƴΣέ άƭŀƳōȅΣέ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ άCƭǳŦŦȅέ όǇǇΦ млф-113). 

 

                                                           
45 N.T. Wright, óFarewell to the Rapture,ô http://www.ntwrightpage.com/Wright_BR_Farewell_Rapture.htm. 

http://www.ntwrightpage.com/Wright_BR_Farewell_Rapture.htm
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N.T. Wright is a prominent New Testament 

scholar and advocate of Replacement Theology 

who has, in recent years, been recruited to the 

Christian Palestinianist cause.  
 

Wright interprets the Bible along traditional 

Reformed, amillennial, covenantal, and 

supersessionist lines, but with his own 

particular theological slant. True to Reformed 

theology, he argues that the Land of Israel, the 

City of Jerusalem, and the Jewish Temple are 

ƴƻǿ ǊŜŘǳƴŘŀƴǘΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƴŜǿ ƭŀƴŘΣΩ 

ǘƘŜ ΨƴŜǿ ŎƛǘȅΣΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨƴŜǿ ǘŜƳǇƭŜΦΩ IŜ ŀƴŘ 

his fellow amillennialists have not only robbed 

Israel of her promised earthly blessings, but 

they have also robbed Christ Jesus of His 

earthly inheritance! 

 

Here is a sample of quotations relating to 

Israel, taken from the first two volumes 

(abbreviated NTPG and JVG) ƛƴ ²ǊƛƎƘǘΩǎ 

intended six-ǇŀǊǘ ǎŜǊƛŜǎΣ Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ hǊƛƎƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩ: 
 

Å Jesus άis enacting the great healing, the 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭέ όW±DΣ молύ 

Å LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ άǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ƛǘǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŎƭƛƳŀȄ  
with his death [LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ exile] and  
resurrection [LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴϐέ  
(NTPG, 366) 

Å The Church Ƙŀǎ άtaken the place occupied  
Χ ōȅ όWŜǿƛǎƘύ ŜǘƘƴƛŎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅέ όNTPG, 367) 

Å Jesus was άǊŜŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƴƎ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ  
ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦέ όJVG, 131), άǊŜƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘƛƴƎέ  
LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ hope (JVG, 241), άǊŜǳǎƛƴƎ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ  
prophetic heritageέ όJVG, 349), and  
άǊŜŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎέ the kingdom (JVG, 471) 

 
N.T. Wright states that the Old Testament promises relating to the restoration of 

Ψ½ƛƻƴΩ όJerusalem, the Land of Israel, the People of Israel, the Jewish Temple) άare 

now transferred to Jesus and his people,έ meaning the Church (JVG, 363). 
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5.  Palestinianist Propaganda and the Jewish Fifth Column 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴƛǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀ ŀǊǘ ƻŦ ΨƭŀōŜƭƭƛƴƎ.Ω .ȅ ŀǘǘŀŎƘƛƴƎ 

ǘƻ LǎǊŀŜƭ ǎǳŎƘ ŜƳƻǘƛǾŜ ƭŀōŜƭǎ ŀǎ ΨŀǇŀǊǘƘŜƛŘ,Ω ΨŜǘƘƴƛŎ ŎƭŜŀƴǎƛƴƎ,Ω ŀƴŘ ΨƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴΣΩ they 

have twisted and turned the minds of many believers against the Jewish people and 

the Jewish State. As we saw in the case of Norman Finkelstein, a fifth column of 

Jewish scholars and activists are working closely with Christian Palestinianists to 

bring down Israel and silence her Christian allies. 

 

In his book, Israel: An 

Apartheid State (1987), Uri 

Davis describes LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ 

treatment of Palestinians 

ŀǎ άZionist apartheidέ όǇǇΦ 

26, 60). Davis describes 

himself as άŀ Palestinian 

Hebrew national of Jewish 

origin, anti-Zionist, 

registered as Muslim and 

citizen of an apartheid 

stateέ.46 He was recently 

elected to the Fatah 

Revolutionary Council. Stephen Sizer47 and Rosemary Radford Ruether48 are among 

those who have adopted 5ŀǾƛǎΩ άapartheidέ terminology. 

Ben White is an English 

freelance journalist who 

writes about the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict and 

the wider Middle East. He 

is also campaign 

coordinator for ΨA Just 

Peace for Palestine.Ω In his 

book, Israeli Apartheid: A 

.ŜƎƛƴƴŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ όнллфύ, 

which was endorsed by 

Stephen Sizer, Gary Burge, 

and Desmond Tutu, Ben White brands Zionism as a worse form of Apartheid than 

existed in South Africa (p. 8). 

                                                           
46 The Alternative Information Center, óInterview with Dr. Uri Davis,ô http://www.alternativenews.org/english/index.php/ 

topics/news/2113-interview-with-dr-uri-davis-newly-elected-member-of-fatah-revolutionary-council. 
47

 Stephen R. Sizer, óChristian Zionism, True Friends of Israel?,ô Evangelicals Now, December (2000), 14. 
48 Rosemary Radford Ruether and Herman J. Ruether, The Wrath of Jonah: The Crisis of Religious Nationalism in the 

Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, 2nd edn (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2002), p. xiv. 


